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EPITHELIOMA OF BOTH EXTERNAL EARS.
To the ditor8 of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;In THE LANCET of April 15th, 1893, I recorded the
case of a man aged seventy-six years who was suffering from
a persistent and increasing ulceration of both external ears,
which I regarded as malignant. Dr. Snow wrote the
following week remarking on the rarity of the case, and at
the same time raising the question whether the disease was
really epitheliomatous. I shall be obliged if you will now
permit me to record a final brief note of the case. The
patient firmly declined any operative interference, his
strength gradually failed, and he died from exhaustion on
Jan. 13tb, 1894. During the last few months of his life the
destruction of the right ear steadily progressed, and its
malignant character became more and more pronounced,
until, at the time of his decease, the ear-as such-was
scarcely recognisable, its place being taken by a large,
fissured, fungating mass, attached by a broad base to the
head, the discharge from which was very profuse and fetid.
The disease of the left ear also extended, but much more
slowly, and at the time of his death was scarcely so far
advanced as the right at the time my first note was written.
It bled rather freely at times, but the discharge, although
constant, was never very troublesome, and there was scarcely
any pain. After death I removed a small portion of this left
ear, cutting through the cartilage. This was examined micro-
scopically by Mr. W. A. Charlton of the Royal Infirmary,
Newcastle-on-Tyne, and he kindiy reports to me as follows :
"Bundles of fibrous tissue are seen running through the
specimen in various directions, easily recognised as long
fibres which are stained red. Near the lower part is a well-
defined band of cartilage enclosed by a layer of fibrous tissue.
Just below this is a quantity of fibrous tissue infiltrated with
a multitude of small round cells stained greenish, the result
of the irritation of several branching processes of epithelium
which are stained brown. Above the cartilage are several
processes of fibrous tissue with columns of invading epithe-
lium stained light brown. The invading epithelial processes,
cell nests, and exuded round cells attacking the deep structures
are characteristic of an epithelioma." The specimen, of
"which the above is a description, was also sent to me, and
likewise a diagram showing the condition in an enlarged
form. I am. Sirs. vnnrs trnlv.
W. J. ERNELY SUMPTER.
Sherringham, Norfolk, April 16th, 1894.
RAW MEAT IN DIABETES.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SlES,&mdash;I had used raw meat in the treatment of diabetes
before the date (1873) to which Dr. Lauder Brunton
refers in his letter in your last number. I had been led to
- do so by a report brought me by some travellers returning
from the East, who stated that at one of the Mediterranean
ports-I think Constantinople-there was a medical man who
had obtained a great reputation for curing diabetes, and they
promised to obtain for me particulars as to his mode of treat-
ment. I was informed by them shortly afterwards that his
remedy was the administration of raw meat. I tested this
method on one or two patients in King’s College Hospital,
but without any notable result. It may be that this method
deserves further trial, and perhaps some additional care, in
the choice and mode of preparation of the meat. There is
raw meat and raw meat; the dry, blanched veal of this
country must be a very different thing from the dark juicy
veal of the continent. This is a matter worthy of examina-
tion. I may here mention that, in order to be able to procure
a constant supply of pulped raw meat, I have induced Messrs.
Van Abbott to prepare for me a pulp of raw meat in a special
manner, by which its tendency to rapid decomposition is
prevented. By mixing a small quantity of pepsalia and
cloves with the pounded meat we have found it to keep good
for several days, so that it may be sent some distance into
the country. I have used raw meat pulp thus prepared with
advantage in many cases-in typhoid fever, in influenza, in
follicular tonsillitis when only fluids could be swallowed, and
in other cases. This pulp mixes readily with light broth or
clear soup, or claret and water, or weak brandy and water,
or with thin chocolate, or indeed with almost any agreeable
Suid. Messrs. Van Abbott are making further observations
for me in the direction of finding means of conveniently pre- I
serving this raw meat pulp from decomposition without
altering its qualities.
I am. Sirs. vour obedient servant.
I. BURNEY YEO, M.D.
Hertford-street, Mayfair, April 30th, 1894.
" THE ACTION OF ASPARAGUS ON THE
KIDNEY."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SiRS,-It may be interesting to your readers if I give a few
quotations on the action of asparagus, from an ancient work in
my possession, published in 1654 by Nich. Culpeper, entitled
I I Pharmacopoeia Londinensis, or the London Dispensatory."
The work is most interesting in many ways, and were space
and time of no importance I could give extracts, if not in.
structive at least amusing to the student of to-day. In
dealing with " Roots, under which heading asparagus, or
rather "sparragus," appears, he classifies them-1st, accord-
ing to their "temperature," and 2nd. "to their properties."
Concerning the former, he deals with roots hot in the first
degree," in the second degree, third degree, and fourth
degree; and then "roots temperate in respect of heat," of
which he gives "bears-breech, sparragus, thistles, mallows,
garden parsnips, &c." Continuing under "Roots appro-
priated to the several parts of the body, and so they
heat "-the liver-he gives asparagus with such roots as
fennel, cinkfoy, parsley, rhubarb, &c. He also gives
asparagus as a root heating the spleen, and also the
reins and bladder. In dealing with the "property of
roots," he classifies them as those that bind, cleanse,
open, extenuate, burn, glutinate, &c., and he gives
asparagus with those that cleanse. Lastly, in Chapter 14,
"of medicines provoking urine," he writes as follows:
"Urine is the thinnest part of blood separated from the
thickest part in the reins. If, then, the blood be more thick
and viscous than ordinary, it cannot easily be separated
without cutting and cZensing medicines ;" and, again, "this
is certain, that blood can neither be separated nor distributed
without heat " ; but "cool diuretics, though they further not
the separation of the blood one jot, yet they elense and
purge the passages of the urine. Those cold things which
provoke urine, though they bite not, yet have they a nitrous
quality whereby they open and clense." I cffer no com-
ment on the above ; but, in conclusion, express my experience
to be that the urine is decidedly more concentrated and less
in quantity after eating asparagus. The reverse may present
itself to many for this reason: asparagus appears on the table
more often when extra wine is drunk than otherwise&mdash;viz.,
at dinner parties ; but I think if anyone will in no case
increase their alcoholic drink in any shape and eat this very
pleasant vegetable, they will find the urine to be as I state.
T am. Sirs. vours trnlv.
I Brigg, April 30th, 1894. ELLIOT DAUNT.
THE CHLOROFORM PROBLEM: A
SUGGESTION.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SiRS,-I think the majority of your readers, whether
English or Scotch, will agree in most points with "A London
Anaesthetist" in the controversy which he has raised with the
Hyderabad Commission.1 As it is impossible to deal with
even a single aspect of this question satisfactorily in a brief
letter, I would here make only one or two remarks and offer a
suggestion. In referring to the particular failure of the
heart described by the Glasgow Committee, I suppose your
Indian Correspondent means the fall of blood pressure to
zero, which they observed to take place in a dog two minutes
after the chloroform had been left off and after the recovery
of the pressure. The Commission maintain that this could
only have occurred as the result of accidental asphyxia.
Now I have shown that in the cat, with moderate percentages
of vapour, the heart frequently stops and becomes irregular
one or two minutes after the inhalation has ceased, and,
further, that the pupil, widely dilated at first, contracts
to a line in ten seconds and all at once dilates widely
after another minute or so. There can hardly be a
doubt that, coincidently with this stoppage of the heart
1 THE LANCET, March 10th and April 28th, 1894.
